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 UNITED States

P4 The dramatic increase in Ite expectancy and lowered fertiity, especialy in more advantaged countries, has resufted in people Iving
longer and in more complex family structures. Other important changes affecting the family include greater geographical mobility,
increased racial and ethnic diversity, new patterns of immigration and identity reformulation, as wel as changing work and famify
roles. With reduced governmental resources available, it is especilly important to understand the chanaing nature of
multigenerational famiy structures, functioning, and roles in individual wel-being in order to maximize the effectivenass of informal
and formal supports avalable to those in need. This specil issue addrasses basic factors related to multigeneration support systams
that wil ba needed to anticipate, understand, and desian suppart programs to cope with the chalenges facing individuals in all
generation positions, families, and communities in the United States and around the world. [ABSTRACT FROM AUTHOR]
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